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E lonourable and pious 


COUNTESS 
ALCARRES: 


refixtto a Book, en titul d the Di- 
dine Life, in Three Parts, Sc. A 


Of the 3 ledge of God. 
Of Walking with God. N 
[ Of Converling with God i in Solitude. 
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Re- printed, for the Uſe of all Per Ma | 
Whoſe Caſes it may be ſuitable co A. D. 752 
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TO THE 


RIGHT HONOURABL 


And Exemplary Lady 


ANN COUNTESS. 
BALCARRES 


MADAM, 
N hope of the fuller Pardon of my Delay, I now 
& preſent you with two other Treatiſes beſides the 
Sermon (enlarged) which at your Deſire I | 
preached at your Departure hence. I knew of 
many and great Afflictions, which you had undergone 
in the Removal of your deareſt Friends, which made 
his Subject ſeem ſo ſuitable and ſeaſonable to you at 
that time: But I knew not that God was about to 
make ſo great an Addition to your Tryals in the ſame 
kind, by taking to himſelt“ 
the Principal Branch of your THE _—_ Bal. 
; : tyed of a Stone 
Noble Family, (by a rare Diſ- in bis Heart, of @ ven 
zaſe; The Emblem of the mor- range Magnitud:. 
tal Malady now reigning.) I | 
hope this Loſs alſo ſhall promote your Gain, by keep- 
Ing you nearer to your Heavenly Lord, who is ſo jca- 
lous of your Affections, and reſolved to have them en- 
ircly to himſelf: And then you will ſtill find, that you | 
re not alone, nor deprived of your deareſt or moſt ne- 
ceſlary Friend, while the Father, the Son, the San- 
ctitying and Comforting Spirit is with you. And it 
Should not be hard to reconcile us to the Diſpoſals of 
ſo ſure a Friend. Nothing but Good can come from 


A 2 God; 


* 
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God ; however the blind may miſcal it, who know no 
Good or Evil, but what is meaſured by the private Stan- 
dard of their ſelfiſh Intereſt, and that as judged of by 
Senſe, Eternal Love engaged by Covenant to make us 

happy, will do nothing but what we ſhall find at laſt, 

will terminate in that bleſſed End. He envied you not 
your Son, as too good for you, or too great a Mercy, 
who hath given you his own Son, and with him the 

Mercy of Eternal Life. Corporal Sufferings with Spi- 

ritual Bleſſings, are the ordinary Lot of Believers here 

on Earth; As Corporal Proſperity with Spiritual Ca- 
lamity is the Lot of the Ungodly. And I beſeech 
you conſider, that God knoweth better than you or]. 
what an Ocean your Son was ready to launch ov! 
into, and how tempeſtuous and terrible it might hay: 
proved, and whether the World that he is ſaved from, 
would have 3 1 more of Safety or Seduction, 
of Comfort or Calamity? Whether the Protraction of 
the Life of your Noble Husband, to have ſeen our 

Sins and their Effects and Conſequents, would have 

afforded him greater Joy or Sorrow ? Undoubtedly as 

God had a better Title to your Husband, arid Chil- 

dren, and Friends than you had, ſo it is much better 

to be with him, than to be with you, or with the beſt 
or greateſt upon Earth. The heavenly Inhabitants 
fear not our Fears, and feel not our Afflictions. They 
are paſt our Dangers, and out of the Reich of all our 

Enemies, and delivered from our Pains and Cares, and 

have the full Poſſeſſion of all thoſe Mercies which we 

pray and labour — Can you think your Children and 

Friends that are with Chriſt, are not ſafer and bettet 

than thoſe that yet remain with you? Do you think 
that Earth is better than Heaven for you your ſelf? 

I take it for granted you cannot think ſo, and will not 

ſay ſo: And if it be worſe for you, it's worſe fot 

them. The Providence which by haſtening their Glo- 
| | rification, 
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fication, doth promote your Sanctification; which 
eth them to the End, and helpeth you in the Way, 
uſt needs be good to them and you, however it ap- 
ar to Fleſh and Unbelief. O Madam, when our 
ord hath ſhewed us (as he will ſhortly do) what a 
ate it is to which he bringeth the Spirits of the Juſt, 
d how he doth there entertain and uſe them, we 
all then be more competent Judges of all thoſe Acts 
Providence, to which we are now ſo hardly re- 
dnciled! Then we ſhall cenſure our Cenſurings of 
eſe Works of God, and be offended with our 
fences at them, and call our ſelves blind unthankful 
nners, for calling them ſo bad as we did in our miſ- 
ging Unbeliet and Paſſion. We ſhall not wiſh our 
ves or Friends again on Earth, among Temptati- 
s and Pains, and among uncharitable Men, malici- 
s Enemies, deceitful Flatterers, and untruſty 
iends! Vhen we ſee that Face which we now long 
ſee, and know the Things which we long to know, 
d feel the Love which we long to feel, and are full 
the Joys which now we can ſcarce attain a Taſte of, 
d have reach'd the End which now we ſeck, and for 
hich we ſuffer, we ſhall no more take it for a Judg- 
ent to be taken from Ungodly Men, and from a 
'orld of Sin, and Fear and Sorrow; nor ſhall we 
vy the wicked, nor ever deſire to be Partakers of 
deir Pleafores, Till then, let us congratulate our 
parted Friends, the Felicity which they have attain- 
I, and which we deſire; and ler us rejoyce with them 
dat rejoyce with Chriſt, and let us prefer the leaſt be- 
ving Thought of the everlaſting Joys, before all the 
efiled tranſitory Pleaſures gf the deluded, dreaming, 
iſerable World. And let — prefer ſuch Converſe as 


e can here attain, with God in Chriſt, and with the 
eavenly Society, before all the Pomp and Frięndſhip 
t the World. We have no Friend that is ſo able to 


ſupply 
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ſupply all our Wants, ſo ſufficient to content us, 
ready to relieve us, ſo willing to entertain us, ſo1 
wearied in hearing us, and converſing with us, as. 
bleſſed Lord. Thais is a Friend that will never pr 
untruſty, nor be changed by any Change of Inter; 
Opinion or Fortune; nor give us cauſe to ſuſpe&i 
Love: A Friend that we are ſure will not forli 
us, nor turn our Enemy, nor abuſe us for his own 4 
vantage, nor will ever die or be ſeparated from us, 
we ſhail be always with him, and fee his Glory, 2 
be filled and tran{ported with his Love, and ſing 
Praiſe to all Eternity. With whom then ſhould: 
ſo delightfully converſe on Earth? And *till we g 
reach that ſweet delightful Converſe, whom ſþal 
we ſeek with more Ambition, or obſerve with g 
Devoredneſs and Reſpect? O that we were 16 C 
nal, and more Spiritual, and lived leſs by Settle, a 
more by Faith; that we knew better / the Diff 
ence between God and Man, between viſible Te 
porals, and inviſible Eternals! We ſhould then ha 
other Thoughts, and Deſires, and Reſolutions, 2 
Converſe, and Employments and Pleaſures than 

many have 
Madam, it diſpleaſeth me that it is no more e 
borate a Treatiſe, to which the preſent Opportunt 
inviteth me to perfix your Name; but your own 
ſire of the Third Part muſt be my Excuſe for all: E 
pardon the Manner, and I dare commend the Mat! 
to you, as more worthy your ſerious Contemplatic 
and your daily moſt delightful Practice, than any ot 
that was ever propoſed unto mortal Man. ThE 
the Man-like Noble Life: The Life which the rati 
nal Soul was made for: To which if our Faculties 
not by ſanctifying Grace reſtored, they fall belo 
their proper Dignity and Uſe, and are worſe th 
loſt ; like a Prince or learned Man, that is cmplov: 
g on 


Us, * ; 4 | 
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y in {weeping Dog-kennels, or tending Swine. 7 
Ik in Holineſs with the moſt Holy God, is the Improve- 
t and Advancement of the Nature of Man, to- 
ds its deſigned Equality with Angels: When 
thlineſs and Senſuality degrade Humanity into (a 
ntary, and therefore ſinful) Brutiſhneſs : This is 
Life which affordeth the Soul a ſolid and durable 
aſure and Content: When carnal Minds evaporate 
Air, and bubble into Froth and Vanity, walled 
Dream, and the violent buſie Purſuit of a Shadow; 
lying themſelves with a Mixture of ſome counter- 
Religion ; playing with God, and working for 
World; living in Jeſt, and dying, and deſpairing, 
fering & Earneſt; with unwearied Labour 
the Sand, and finking at Death for want 
ion; hatipg the ſerious Practice of their 
aligion, becauſe it is not the Profeſſion, 
fene practice which hath the greateſt Enmi- 
to their {epal Delights; yet wiſhing to be num- 
rd with thoſ&hereafter, whom they hated here: 
his Holy Walking with the moſt Holy God, is the only 
ife which is beſt at laſt, and ſweet in the Review, 
hich the Godly live in, and moſt of the Ungowly 
duld wiſh to dye in; like him that wiſhed to be Cæſar 
Life, and Socrates at Death : Yea, this is the Life 
hich bath. no End; which we are here but learning, 
ad beginning to Practice, and which we muſt here» 
rer live (in another manner and degree) with God for 
" {ver : O wondrous Mercy! which thus enobleth even 
he Stare of Mortality! and honoureth Earth with 
o much Participation of, and Communion with Hea- 
ren! That by God, and with God, we may walk in ho- 
y Peace and Safety unto God, and there be bleſſed in 
is perfect Sight and Love for ever! Madam, the 
preateſt Service I can do you for all your Favours, 
„ to pray that God will more acquaint you with 
i | himſelf, 
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' himſelf, and lead you by this bleſſed Way to that 
more bleſſed End; that when. you ſee all wordly Glo- 
ry in the Duſt, you may bleſshim for ever, who taught 
you to make a wiſer Choice : Which are the Pray- 
yers of 


”, — 
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MADAM, 
| | Tour very much obliged Servants, A 

Dec. 24, | | on 

1663. RICHARD BAXTF&; 4 
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N. B. The foregoing Epiſtle (ππëöLe was 
. by the late Reverend ap- 9.605 Mr. JS3X 
Baxter, to comfort a reli iti Lady u 
cting Loſſes, of many nc ar and ho 
having aflorded me g great deal ot 
Pleaſure in the Peruſal, I was will that others 
ſhould ſhare with mic herein; and haye therefore 
reprinted by its ſelf in order to diſtribute it gratis, 
for the Comfort of all pious People of whatever 
V Perſwaſion, who may hereafter meet with Affli- 
ctions and Sorrows, either by the Loſs of Friend 
or other Diſappointments : Nor is it by any 
means intended to encourage irreligious and un- 
holy Perſons, or move them to Pfeſumption, 
who have no Title to the Mercies of God, as 
, this religious Lady may be ſuppoſed to have had. 
That it may anſwer the good Defign, is the y 
Prayer of 7M 


The Publiſher, 
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